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SUBJECT t SPECIAL BRIEFING ON DEATH OF AMBASSADOR OUBS AND 
VIOLENCE AT THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN IRAN. 

THE FOLLOWING IS THE TEXT OP 1 A 'SPECIAL BRIEFING BY 
SPOKESMAN HOODING CARTER ON THE DEATH OP AMBASSADOR 
ADOLPH OUBS AND THE VIOLENCE AT THZ AMERICAN EM8ASSY 
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IN IRAN GIVEN FEBRUARY !M f 1975. ~ 

MR. CARTER! I WILL BEGIN BY GIVING YOU WHAT I HAVE ON 
THE KIDNAPPING AND MURDER OF AMBASSADOR OUBS. 

ACCORDING TO REPORTS FROM OUR 'EMBASSY IN KABUL. AMBASSADOR 
ADOLPH DUBS WAS TAKEN HOSTAGE BY UNKNOWN TERRORISTS 
ABOUT 8^5 A.M. KABUL TIME ON Pfe'bRUARY m. HE WAS 
BROUGHT TO THE -HOJfL. KABUL .JN-THEjO^NTOWN: Af$A OP 
THE CITY ANO tffiO •]*$ A-?§dM. THg$i BY; W HfeiJ.: AMBASSADOR 
•• ••• • ••• • •• •• • • • ••• •• i 
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DUBS WAS TRAGICALLY KILLED LATER THAT OAY DURING AN 
ATTEMPT BY THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT TO TO SECURE HIS RELEASE 

BY FORCE. / 

THE AM8ASSA00R WAS SEI2E0 FROM HIS CAR WHILE EN ROUTE 
FROM HIS HOME TO WORK AT THE EMBASSY THIS MORNING. WE 

DO NOT KNOW WHO THE PEOPLE ARE WHO SEIZED HIM AT THIS 
POINT. WE 00 KNOW THAT, AFTER THEY HAD TAKEN HIM, 
THEY DEMANDED THAT THE AFGHAN GOVERNMENT RELEASE THREE 
AFGHAN RELIGIOUS FIGURES RECENTLY TAKEN INTO CUSTODY 
BY THE GOVERNMENT THERE. WE ARE NOT CLEAR ON WHO 
KILLED THE AMBASSADOR. 

WE WERE IN DIRECT TOUCH WITH OUR EMBASSY THROUGHOUT 
THE INCIDENT. THE EMBASSY REPEATEDLY URGED THE; AFGHAN 
GOVERNMENT TO EXERCISE ?^TIEHQE AND TO ATTEMPT TO 
OBTAIN THE AMBASSADOR'S RELEASE WITHOUT RECOURSE TO 
FORCE. THE AFGHAN AUTHROITIES DISREGARDED THIS ADVICE, 
WHICH WE CONVEYED TO THEM IN THE STRONGEST POSSIBLE 
TERMS. 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS ASKED ME TO CONVEY THE 

FOLLOWING STATEMENT ABOUT THE OEATH OP AMBASSADOR 

DUBS* 
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M CANNOT AOSOUATELY CONVEY MY SENSE OF SHOCK AND 
HORROR AT THE TRAGIC DEATH OF AMBASSADOR AOIQPH DUBS 
IN KABUL EARLY THIS MORNING AFTER HE WAS KIDNAPPED __ 
FROM HIS CAR BY TERRORISTS. THIS BRUTAL ACT OF ; VIOLENCE 
HAS VALUED COLLEAGUE. ! 

•THROUGHOUT HIS 'CAREER. SPIKE 9^gS DEM^STRATEO^THE 
HIGHEST TRADITIONS OF THE FOREIGN SERVICE. HE HAS 
GIVEN HIS LIFE SERVING HIS COUNTRY. HIS BRAVERY, 
SELF-SACRIFICE AND PERSONAL SENSE OF DUTY ARE QUALITIES 
OP WHICH WE ARE PROUO AND WHICH WE ALL STRIVE T* ^^ 
EMULATE? HIS DEATH ONLY CONFIRMS US IN OUR DETERM NA- 
TION TO WORK TO ELIMINATE THE MINDLESS WOLENCE WHICH 

threatens our wmo;CQMUNjir. .;• :.: -j ••• \ # ; : : 
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SYMPATHY AND CONDOLENCE TO AM8ASSA00R OUBS\ FAMILY." 

BEFORE WE GO TO QUESTIONS* LET ME MOVE TO THE EVENTS 
IN TEHRAN AND GIVE YOU WHAT I HAVE ON THAT NOW* 

AN ARMEO GROUP, ESTIMATED AT SOMETHING MORE THAN 100 
PERSONS, OVERRAN THE AMERICAN EMBASSY IN TEHRAN TODAY. 
THE ATTACKERS HELD THE EMBASSY UNTIL FORCES SENT BY 
PRIME MINISTER 8A2ARGAN RETOOK THE COMPOUND . WE 
UNDERSTAND AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN AND THE 70 AMERICANS WHO 
WERE THERE HAVE NOW BEEN RELEASED. 

! 

OUR EARLY REPORTS HAD ESTABLISHED THAT THERE HERE TWO 
AMERICANS INJURED. LATER REPORTS, HWgVfR,. WUCH HAVE 
JUST COME IN, SUQQEST THAT THERE IS, IN FACT, ONLY 
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ONE INJURY TO ONE OF THE MARINE GUARuS. IN* RESISTING 
THE TAKEOVER, WHICH WAS TEMPORARILY SUCCESSFUL, THE 
AMERICANS AT THE COMPOUND USED RIOT CONTROL; MEASURES, 
APPARENTLY INCLUDING TEAR GAS. 

OUR COMMUNICATIONS KITH TEHRAN HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY 
DfPPICULT DURING THIS PERIOOl BUT FROM WHAT HE HAVE 
LEARNED, THE RESPONSE BY THE GOVERNMENT OF PRIME MINISTER 
BAZARGAN WAS BOTH EFFECTIVE AND PROMPT. THAT GOVERNMENT 
HAS EXPRESSED IN A NUMBER OF WAYS ITS CONCERN ABOUT 
THE SITUATION. FOR THIS - BOTH THE EXPRESSIONS ANO 
THE ACTION TAKEN -- WE ARE MOST GRATEFUL. < 

rNsriPAH AS OUR PLANNING FOR THE SAFETY OF AMERICANS IN 
RAN IS CONCERNED, WE ARE IN TOUCH WITH THE IRANIAN 
ROVPRNMENT IN AN EFFORT TO FACILITATE THE POSSIBLE 
EVACUATION OF AMERICANS THERE. I DON'T HAVE ANYTHING 
MORP AS TO NEXT STEPS OR WHAT'S UNDERWAY. WE ARE ,. % 
OBvfoUSLY AWARE THAT THIS IS OUR ^RESPONSIBILITY, 
ANO WE ARE OBVIOUSLY CONCERNEO ABOUT THE SAFETY OF 
THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY IN IRAN. | 

I TRUST THAT I WILL HAVE MORE AS THE OAY GOES FORWARD 
ON ALL OF THIS. j 

0. IS THE 8ttMMftr:drieELS4K HIS.WJH T.<Ji MEXICO? 
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A, NO. THE SECRETARY HAS BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE 
PRESIDENT AND HAS SEEN IN HERE SINCE MID-MORNING — IN 
THIS BUILDING SINCE VIRTUALLY THE FIRST REPORTS OF 
THE INCIDENTS. HE WILL BE GOING. 

0. WAS THERE CONSIDERATION THAT HE MIGHT BE FORCED 
TO POSTPONE THE TRIP? 

A. CLEARLY, EVENTS COULD EASILY HAVE DICTATED THAT 
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HE STAY HERE. THE RETAKING OP THE EMBASSY, I THIM % 

WAS THE DETERMINING FACTOR. 

0. THERE WERE REPORTS EARLIER THIS MORNING- THAT 

AMBASSADOR SULLIVAN HAD INSTRUCTED THE MARINES NOT TO 
RESIST AT A CERTAIN POINT THE AOVANCES OF THESE IRANIAN 
GUNMEN. CAN YOU CONFIRM THAT? 

A. I CANNOT CONFIRM THAT. I DON'T KNOW THAT. I 00 
KNOW THAT THEY 010 USE TEAR GAS AT WHAT STAGES I DON'T 
KNOW. 

0. THERE ARE MARINES STANDING BY IN THE A20RES AND 
HELICOPTERS IN ITALY FOR CONTINGENCY PLANNING. IS THERE 
ANY — j 

A. AS SOON AS I CAN GIVE YOU MORE ON THATi 1 I WILL. LET 
ME JUST SAY THAT WE ARE CLEARLY TAKING STEPS TO TRY 
TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OP THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY. 

0. CAN YOU TELL US ANYTHING ABOUT THE ATTACKERS IN 
TEHRAN? WHICH GROUP DO YOU THINK THEY WERE? 

A. WE HAVE CONFLICTING REPORTS, ALTHOUGH IT CLEARLY 
WAS NOT ONE CONNECTED WITH^ipVERNMENT. | 

0. 00 YOU BELIEVE THAT THEY ARE THE LEFT-WING 
GUERRILLAS? | 

a. as soon m t:»ve aiciobnw rttnpirpirJHAT « i 
\: ..; t : ..: : ••• •• 
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0. THERE SEEMS TO 8E SOME REPORTS COMING OUT OF TEHRAN 
THAT THE AFGHAN EPISODE IS CONNECTED WITH THE TEHRAN 
EPISOOEi THE SAME PEOPLE. 

A. WHILE IT f S VERY EARLY, OUR INDICATIONS ARE THAT 
THERE IS NOT A CONNECTION. WE HAVE NOT SEEN ABLE 
TO SEE A CONNECTION, THE LIKELIHOOD OF THERE BEING 
ONE OF THOSE EXTRAORDINARY COINCIDENCES SEEMS STRONGER 
THAN THAT THEY ARE CONNECTED, I 

: i 

0. WHAT IS 8EING OONE FOR THE SAFETY OF THE AMERICAN 
COMMUNITY tH KABUL AT THK PQIHT1 

A. I DON'T KNOW WHAT FURTHER STEPS ARE UNDERWAY, I 
HOPE I WILL HAVE A READOUT FOR YOU LATER ON IT — 
INCLUDING THE SIZE OF THE COMMUNITY* ABOUT WHICH I'M 
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0. IS THE U.S. GOVERNMENT NOW COMMITTED TO: EVACUATING 
ALL AMERICANS FROM IRAN? THAT IS THE GOAL?; 

A. WHAT WE ARE COMMITEO TO IS THE SAFETY OP ALL THE 
AMERICANS IN IRAN? AS TO WHAT STEPS WE TAKE, WE'LL 
JUST HAVE TQ SEE'/ CHRISTOPHER 

NOTE BY OC/tt RQUCHSO AMSM8A&SY ALGIERS. 
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